MO2017/0072/SCC Ref 2017/0212 – Traffic Management Plan, Leith Hill
Objection by Keith Taylor Green MEP, South East
I am writing to object to the new application for approval for a Traffic Management Plan for the
proposed oil drilling site in Coldharbour Lane, Leith Hill. I do not feel the plan is workable or realistic
and the consultation with local residents has not been addressed in a meaningful way as required by
Surrey County Council’s planning committee (meeting on October 18th 2017). I am also most
concerned about the approach to peaceful protest and the open ended nature of this application.
Previous objections
Surrey County Council has received many hundreds of objections to previous versions of the Traffic
Management Plan which have raised serious concerns including impacts to Coldharbour Lane and its
protected trees, impacts to local residents going about their daily lives, delays to emergency vehicles,
disruption to traffic between Dorking and Coldharbour, increased traffic congestion in the already
crowded roads to the south of Dorking, impacts to the many cyclists on this nationally important
route, impacts to horse riders and pedestrians and many others. Residents have raised concerns
about projections in the plan – timing and speed of lorries, numbers of lorries, the route from any
mustering station, ability of contractors to stick to timings, ability of Europa Oil and Gas to stick to
the length of the planning permission. All these concerns still remain and the revised plan does little
to address them. The plan is as unworkable as it ever was and the answering of some questions
raised by the committee provides no comfort that this disruptive and damaging plan will be
mitigated in the interests of the environment and people along its route.
Grounds for refusal
I note that in Lancashire, at the Roseacre Wood site, there are very similar concerns which have
been raised over a considerable period of time. The revised traffic management plan there was
refused by Councillors on January 24th 2018 because of the unsuitability of the local roads to
accommodate large numbers of HGV movements, the mitigation measures being proposed leading
to unacceptable highways impacts, and sufficient concerns remaining over these impacts that
officers are being instructed to give evidence at a re-opened Public Inquiry. The officers’ report
draws particular attention to the severe impact on road users and overall highway safety, amenity
impacts and the significant number of cyclists.
Although this application is for six years the intensity of the impacts at Leith Hill during the (open
ended – see below) 18 week exploratory phase render them as unacceptable as would a longer
period of impacts.
The revised plan
1. Planned route including Cobham Services
I am concerned that the impact of the route from Cobham Services has not been thoroughly
assessed in terms of its impacts on local residents, particularly their health and safety, and on the
environmental impacts. I set out my concerns in more detail under the section below on
consultation with local residents.

I am also unclear that sufficiently robust arrangements have been made with Cobham Services (as
set out in Section 10.10 of the TMP which indicates regular public parking will be used) to
accommodate the HGVs, particularly in light of potential protests there if this were to become
identified as a mustering station.
Peaceful protest/force majeure
I have first hand experience of the level of dissent about oil drilling on Leith Hill, and have visited
some of the controversial fracking sites in the North of England. In my view it is predictable that
legitimate peaceful protest will take place and can be planned for. The Traffic Management Plan says
that such events such as (para 3.11) “extreme weather conditions, police instructions and other
events that amount to Force Majeure” will add to the length of the exploratory drilling operation.
This will extend its environmental and other impacts in an unacceptably open-ended manner.
Whereas extreme weather could amount to Force Majeure the applicant cannot argue that “police
instructions” (if this refers to the policing of protest) is in the same category. Indeed it has
unsuccessfully applied to have a security fence at the site for such a predictable event. The
Developer can and therefore should take responsibility for any time over runs that are caused by
lawful and predictable protest.
The 2015 guidance1 by the Association of Chief Police Officers says (para 1.10): “The vast majority of
protest and actions taken by protestors continues to be entirely peaceful. Where this is the case the
presumption must be in favour of facilitating peaceful assembly and the Police Service has a positive
duty, in certain circumstances, to facilitate this right, under ECHR”. This is in conflict with the
comment in the TMP at 11.3.1 “if the Protestors deliberately obstruct the highway or the lawful
activity of Europa in any way, then the applicants will look to the Police to exercise the powers
available to them within the law to prevent the unlawful activity from occurring”. This presumption
of unlawfulness should be disregarded and Councillors should note the correct position.
If this makes the plan unworkable and unrealistic in the terms it has been drawn up including its
length, the plan must be turned down. Councillors will not want to permit an activity that inevitably
breaks its own conditions at the point of decision-making by failing to limit the time period for the
planning permission, with the considerable impacts it brings.
Air Quality impacts
As an example of impacts that could be extended, I am particularly concerned about the air quality
impacts in Flint Hill. The additional HGV traffic this development would cause would be in the vicinity
of St Johns School and the adjoining pre school. The health effects of transport-related air pollution
are increasingly well established. Poor air quality is linked to a range of debilitating conditions,
including respiratory difficulties, heart disease, strokes and even Alzheimer’s disease.2 Everyone is at
risk, but children are particularly vulnerable, and if their developing lungs are affected, the damage
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is permanent and life-limiting.3 The National Education Union (NEU) and the British Lung Foundation
(BLF), have also published guidance about the dangers of air pollution to school and nursery pupils.4

These kind of serious concerns which have been raised, for which no mitigation is proposed, and
which are potentially to be extended over a longer period of time than 18 weeks, make this plan
unworkable. Local residents have also not been consulted on this matter. The Plan cannot be
delivered within its own terms and without unacceptable impacts so should be turned down.
Lack of meaningful consultation
At the last meeting and subsequently in a private meeting, both Europa Oil and Gas and UKOG were
taken to task by the planning committee Chair for the lack of consultation with local residents. As a
result A Voice for Leith Hill carried out its own research on the extent to which residents on the
immediate route of the HGVs in Dorking had been consulted. They have submitted a report to the
Committee which I commend to Councillors. These residents, with significant concerns, were not
consulted by the oil companies over the 10 years since the plans were first considered. Good
practice would dictate that they should have been engaged at an early stage. Europa finally sent two
surveyors to knock on doors and letters were delivered in December 2018. The updated Voice for
Leith Hill report provides some feedback on this exercise, which was entirely unsatisfactory. It is
clear that despite Europa’s claims, the majority of residents have not been paid a visit or consulted
in another way. In Knoll Road, which has been visited, many people have not been spoken to at all.
Those that were visited felt they were being “informed” rather than consulted. No one has been
paid a visit in Flint Hill and only one resident in that road reported receiving any communication
from Europa.
The views of residents are not reflected in the revised Traffic Management Plan. They are in effect
silenced in the process. Europa says:
“Door to door visits are being conducted on a rolling programme to talk with every household and
business along the access route, commencing on 7th December 2017”. As of the week of January
21st when A Voice for Leith Hill carried out its visits, by knocking on all the accessible doors in Flint
Hill and Knoll Road, this appears to be untrue - only one round of visits appears to have been made
in Knoll Road only and it was during the week when a lot of people are at work.
Local residents have clearly now told Councillors that the plans for their roads are unsafe and
damaging. They have concerns about heavy lorries on a narrow route at points (Flint Hill) used by
elderly people and parents with children on foot and in buggies in the hours proposed; residents in
Knoll Road are concerned about road subsidence and the impacts on other road users particularly
around the vet’s surgery which is heavily used by visitors in cars. This is all detailed in the A Voice for
Leith Hill submission on public consultation.
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