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Dear Mr O’Sullivan
I’m writing to you to express concern about the lack of public consultation on the decisions
relating to the route that the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway will take. Given the significant
environmental impact that will ensue from any road building on such a large scale, it is a
contravention of the Aarhus convention not to allow public participation in the initial decision
making concerning the route, as wherever it is situated, it will have a significant impact on
local residents.
Many of my constituents have expressed their concerns that the process thus far has been
undemocratic; they want the opportunity to give their views over the 3 options which could be
picked for the route - at the earliest possible stage in the process.
As a member of the European Parliament’s Transport Committee, I believe it is imperative to
engage with the public as a priority, in order that concerns can be heard before investment is
made and decisions are taken. I am not in favour of more road building and would advocate
that investment be made instead in raising the profile of the East-West rail link, electrifying the
route and promoting sustainable transport modes over and above the road network.
Nevertheless, in this instance I urge you to open up the process, to launch a full statutory
public consultation, followed by a Public Inquiry into the Oxford-Cambridge Growth Corridor
and the Expressway to examine the environmental, social and economic impacts of each
potential route. These impacts will affect lives and the process needs to be participatory from
the outset.
Yours sincerely,

Keith Taylor - Green Party MEP, South East England.
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