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12 September 2017
Dear Mr Gove,
Re: Recognition of animals as sentient beings (EU Withdrawal Bill)
I urge you to ensure that animal welfare will not be compromised as part of the process to leave the
EU and animals will remain to be recognised as sentient beings.
80% of current animal welfare legislation comes from the EU and these important laws were long
fought for to protect the welfare of millions of animals across the EU, including the UK. Furthermore,
the EU Lisbon Treaty recognises animals as sentient beings, which sends a strong message that
the needs of animals must be taken into account.
The Government has committed to bringing over all the existing legislation on animal welfare in the
acquis communautaire under the European Union (Withdrawal Bill). Although article 13 (the
relevant part of the EU Lisbon Treaty) is not part of the acquis, your statement during a debate on
20th July confirmed that Article 13 would be part of the Great Repeal Bill, though no specific
process of achieving this was laid out.
Therefore, I would like to seek reassurances that animals will continue to be recognised as sentient
beings within UK law and that the government will adopt a specific amendment to the European
Union (Withdrawal Bill) to incorporate Article 13:
‘In formulating and implementing the Union’s agriculture, fisheries, transport, internal market,
research and technological development and space policies, the Union and the Member States
shall, since animals are sentient beings, pay full regard to the welfare requirements of animals,
while respecting the legislative or administrative provisions and customs relating in particular to
religious rites, cultural traditions and regional heritage.’
Animals are not goods and full regard must be given to their welfare to ensure we can continue to
change their lives for the better. I hope you can ensure that the European Union (Withdrawal) Bill
will not only maintain current legal protections for animal welfare but also ensure recognition of their
sentience remains.
Yours sincerely,
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